Franciska T. de Vries

Education

2003- 2009

1996- 2003

PhD Soil Biology

Wageningen University, Wageningen, the Netherlands (0.8 fte)

‘Soil fungi and nitrogen cycling. Causes and consequences of changing fungal biomass in
grasslands’ Department of Soil Quality (Wageningen University) and Alterra, Wageningen UR,
Wageningen, the Netherlands. Supervisors: Dr. Ellis Hoffland, Dr. Jaap Bloem, Prof. Lijbert
Brussaard

BSc and MSc Environmental Sciences (Milieuhygiéne), specialisation Soil Quality
Wageningen University, Wageningen, the Netherlands

‘Heavy-metal accumulation in small mammals in a diffusely polluted floodplain’ MSc thesis
Nature Conservation (Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands). Supervisor: Dr.
Sander Wijnhoven

‘Within trophic group interactions of bacterivorous nematode species and their effects on
the bacterial community and nitrogen mineralization’ MSc thesis Soil Biology (Wageningen
University, Wageningen, the Netherlands). Supervisors: Dr. Maria Postma-Blaauw, Dr. Ron
de Goede, Prof. dr. Lijbert Brussaard

Appointments

2019-present

August 2017-
March 2018

2017-present

2015-2017

July-2014-

January 2015

2013-2015

2012-2013

2009- 2012

Professor of Earth Surface Science, Department of Ecosystem and Landscape Dynamics,
Institute for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics, University of Amsterdam, The
Netherlands

Maternity leave
Senior Research Fellow (Associate Professor)/ BBSRC David Phillips Fellow, School of Earth
and Environmental Sciences, The University of Manchester, United Kingdom (20%

appointment from January 2019).

BBSRC David Phillips Fellow, Faculty of Life Sciences, The University of Manchester, United
Kingdom.

Maternity leave

Faculty Fellow, Faculty of Life Sciences, The University of Manchester, United Kingdom.

Senior Research Associate within EU-funded Ecofinders project in the Soil and Ecosystem
Ecology group, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University, United Kingdom. P.l.:
Prof. Richard Bardgett

Research Associate within EU-funded project SOILSERVICE in the Soil and Ecosystem
Ecology group, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University, United Kingdom. P.l.:
Prof. Richard Bardgett

Teaching and supervision

Course coordinator:

- Plant-soil interactions in food production systems (2n year BSc, University of Amsterdam)

Courses:

- Ecology & Ecosystems (2nd year BSc, University of Manchester)
- Human Impacts on the Biosphere (3 year BSc and MSc, University of Manchester)



- Urban Biodiversity (2nd year BSc field course, University of Manchester)
- Populations to Ecosystems (2nd year BSc, Lancaster University)

BSc and MSc students:

- Supervision of 2nd year BSc dissertation students (2 each year)
- Supervision of final year BSc and MSc projects (2-5 each year)
- Supervision of several international internship students

- Summer Sustainability Research Student (2015)

- Personal and academic advisor of 1st year tutorial groups

PhD students:

2016-2019
2016-2019
2016-2019
2015-2018
2015-2018
2014-2018

2014-2018

Supervisor of Reuben Margerison (BBSRC DTP studentship). Project: Fundamental controls
on plant root exudation under climate change

Co-supervisor of Christopher Sweeney (BBSRC DTP studentship). Project: Digging deeper:
the role of root traits in soil C cycling

Supervisor of Cristina Heredia (CONACYT PhD studentship). Project: Root turnover and
decomposition effects on soil C cycling

Advisor of Hayley Craig (NERC DTP studentship)

Advisor of Oscar Aguinaga Vargas (Peruvian government studentship)

Co-supervisor of Melanie Edgar (BBSRC CASE studentship). Project: Landscape scale effects
of grazing on soil C stocks

Co-supervisor of Danielle Satterthwaite (NERC DTP studentship). Project: Climate effects on
C cycling through litter quality

Grant funding

2017

2017

2015

2015

2013

2012

2012

NERC Standard Grant (NE/P01206X/1) “Developing a trait-based framework for predicting
soil microbial community response to extreme events” - £800k (University of Manchester
£648,189), 3 years - Lead PI (with co-I Chris Knight (University of Manchester), Rob Griffiths
(CEH Wallingford), and 12 collaborators across 10 European countries)

NERC Soil Security Programme (NE/P013708/1) “Resilience and regime shifts in peatland
soil microbial communities: implications for soil functioning” - £311,595, 18 months - Co-l
(Lead PI Richard Bardgett)

NERC/BBSRC Soil Security Programme (NE/M017028/1) “Controls on the stability of soils
and their functioning under land use and climate change” - £1.6 million, 3 years - Co-l (Lead
Pl Richard Bardgett, University of Manchester £576,982, with Aberdeen University and
Queens University Belfast).

BBSRC David Phillips Fellowship (BB/L02456X/1) “The root to stability - the role of plant
roots in ecosystem response to climate change” - £1.3M, 5 years - Pl

Royal Society International Exchanges Grant “Ecosystem stability along a primary

succession gradient” - £11,282, 24 months - Lead PI. (Co-I Wolfgang Wanek, University of
Vienna, Austria).

NERC Life Sciences Mass Spectrometry Steering Committee Grant analytical costs “Primary
succession and ecosystem nitrogen retention in glacier forelands” - £14.000 - PI

British Ecological Society Early Career Project Grant “Primary succession and ecosystem
nitrogen retention in glacier forelands” - £19.640, 18 months - PI

Memberships

2012-2015
Since 2011
Since 2009

Leadership

Associate Member of F1000
Ecological Society of America
British Ecological Society

and external responsibilities

2019-present

Member of the Editorial Board of Soil Organisms



2019-2021

2019-2020

2018

2017-present
2017-2019
2017-present
2017-present
2016

2016-2017

2014-present
2013-present
2013-2019

2013-2014

2013-present
2012-present

2012-2016

2011

Reviewing

Examinations

Chair of the International Scientific Program Committee for the Third Global Soil Biodiversity
Conference 2021

Member of the Scientific Theme Committee ‘Climate Action’ for Eurosoil 2020

Editor, Frontiers in Microbiology Special Research Topic “The soil microbiome and multi-
trophic interactions that regulate soil carbon and nutrient flux”, together with Eoin Brodie,
Diana Wall, Stefan Geisen, and Javier Ceja Navarro

Curator and founder of list “Women in soil science”

500 Women Scientists Manchester Pod coordinator

Leading the set up of the European Chapter of 500 Women Scientists
Member of the BBSRC Pool of Experts

Member of the leadership team of 500 Women Scientists

Member of the International Scientific Committee for the Second Global Soil Biodiversity
Conference, China, 2017

Member of the Editorial Board of Oxford Bibliographies Online Ecology
Trustee of the Ecological Continuity Trust
Member of the Editorial Board of Ecosystems

Member of the Advisory Board for the NERC Knowledge Exchange Programme on
Sustainable Food Production

Associate Editor of Journal of Ecology
Member of the BES Review College

Secretary and founder of the BES special interest group Plants, Soils, Ecosystems (currently
>300 members)

Mentor in the Mentoring Scheme for Women in Ecology of the British Ecological Society

Journals: Science, PNAS, Nature Climate Change, Nature Communications, Nature Ecology
and Evolution, Nature Plants, The ISME Journal, Ecology Letters, Global Change Biology,
Journal of Ecology, Functional Ecology, Basic and Applied Ecology, Biogeochemistry,
Ecosystems, and Soil Biology & Biochemistry

Grants: BBSRC GCRF, Dutch National Science Foundation (NWO), NERC Soil Security
Independent Research Fellowships 2016, BiodivERSA International Research Proposals
2016, National Research Foundation of South Africa, NERC standard grants, BBSRC
standard grants

- Internal PhD examiner Marian Cabrera, University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Thesis
title: ‘Trait-based studies of Paramo vegetation in the Northern Andes’ (4t of June 2019)

- External PhD examiner Simone Weidner, Utrecht University, the Netherlands. Thesis title:
‘Linking microbial community assembly and function: diversity, multitrophic interactions and
post-disturbance microbiome reassembly’ (31 of April 2019)

- External PhD examiner Amber Heijboer, University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Thesis
title: ‘Disentangling microbial decomposition networks. Linking detritus-based soil microbial
food webs to ecosystem processes’ (6t of June 2018)

- Internal first-year continuation examiner of Haya Alsammar, The University of Manchester.
Continuation report title: ‘Environmental Genomics of Yeasts’ (1st of September 2015)



- External assessor of PhD thesis Alberto Canarini, The University of Syndey, Australia. Thesis
title: “Drought effects on soil carbon stability mediated by rhizodeposition and microbes”
(12t of October 2016)

- External PhD examiner Karst Brolsma, Wageningen University, the Netherlands. Thesis
title: ‘Connecting the Green with the Dark Side - Linkages between Plant Traits and Soil
Ecology’ (10t of October 2014)

Internal responsibilities

2017-2018 Member of the Equality and Diversity committee of the School of Earth and Environmental
Sciences, University of Manchester

2017-2018 Member of the Athena Swan self-assessment team of the School of Earth and
Environmental Sciences, University of Manchester

2016-2018 Member of Faculty of Science and Engineering internal evaluation panel for NERC
Discovery Grants

2015-2018 Member of mock interview panel for several fellowship applicants

2015-present  Mentoring early career scientists for fellowship applications and providing feedback on
proposals (internal and external), including blog post about fellowship applications

2015-present  Conducting UCAS interviews with final year high school students

2015 Panel member for NERC DTP PhD studentship selection
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iDiv workshop “From predictive modelling to global scale monitoring of soil biodiversity and
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sDiv workshop “A global soil biodiversity database and its application to data synthesis
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My speech at the L’Oréal Foundation breakfast debate (curated by the New York Times),
was featured in El Pais
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/03/14/ciencia/1552558928 779129.html

De Vries et al. (2018) featured in ‘Women killin’ it in sustainability research’ of The
University Network: https://www.tun.com/blog/women-killin-it-sustainability-research/

Ramirez et al. (2017) featured in Dutch radio show Nieuws en Co (Radio 1), 27 November
2017
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Manchester 2016, St Annes Square, Manchester. We built two large (1.50m x 1m x 0.5m)
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Commented on Science paper in The Atlantic:
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Article in Farming Monthly September 2013 (page 14-15) about De Vries et al. (2013):
http://issuu.com/farmingmonthly/docs/september 2013 farming monthly nati/1
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